to Aix-ia-Chapelle, and all their excellencies set a-pacldng instantly; but some legitimate Sovereigns, having since discovered that it was indecent for their representatives to be crowding the suite of an insolently and proudly-travelling usurper, under different pretences declined the honour of the invitation and journey to Italy. It would, besides, have been pleasant enough to have witnessed the ambassadors of Austria and Prussia, whose Sovereigns had not acknowledged Bonaparte's right to his assumed title of King of Italy, indirectly approving it by figuring at the solemnity which inaugurated him as such. Of this inconsistency and impropriety Talleyrand was well aware; but audacity on one side, and endurance and submission on the other, had so often disregarded these considerations before, that he saw no indelicacy or impertinence in the proposal. His master had, however, the gratification to see at his leve'e, and in his wife's drawing-room, the ambassadors of Spain, Naples, Portugal and Bavaria, who laid at the imperial and royal feet the Order decorations of their own Princes, to the no little entertainment of His Imperial and Royal Majesty, and to the great edification of his dutiful subjects on the other side of the Alps.
The expenses of Bonaparte's journey to Milan, and his coronation there (including also those of his attendants from France), amounted to no less a sum than fifteeniotic avengers, Bonaparte's first act, as a Sovereign ofre near me, as well as before me."
